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DEPARTMENT OF MINES AND PETROLEUM — LEGACY MINES POLICY 

340. Hon ROBIN CHAPPLE to the Minister for Mines and Petroleum: 

I refer to advice given to the Conservation Council of Western Australia in 2011 that the Department of Mines 

and Petroleum was developing a policy on managing so-called “legacy mines” and that the minister would issue 

a statement on reforming the environmental regulations for mining following the Auditor General’s report.  

(1) What has been the progress of the legacy mines policy?  

(2) Are there any plans to engage the community on the mining legacy issue?  

(3) If yes to (2), when will this occur?  

(4) If no to (2), why not?  

(5) What has been the progress of reforming the environmental regulations pertaining to mining activities 

by the DMP as a result of the Auditor General’s report?  

Hon NORMAN MOORE replied: 

I thank the member for some notice of this question. 

(1) The Department of Mines and Petroleum has developed a draft policy framework for managing 

abandoned mines in WA and is currently seeking input from the Department of Regional Development 

and Lands and the Department of Environment and Conservation. I might add that this question was 

asked on 20 March, so this relates to then. There has been more progress since that point in time.  

(2) Yes, the revised draft policy framework will be available for public comment.  

(3) During 2012.  

(4) Not applicable.  

(5) The DMP is continuing to deliver a range of environmental regulatory reform initiatives, which 

includes addressing the Auditor General’s report recommendations. This builds upon the already 

demonstrated performance of DMP in delivering reforms that streamline regulatory systems and ensure 

a comprehensive and robust regulatory regime. I now table for the information of the house a summary 

of the progress made by DMP in reforming the environmental regulations in direct response to the 

Auditor General’s recommendations.  

[See paper 4583.] 

 


